Who is providing ambulatory care to Medicaid beneficiaries with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome in New York State?
This study examined the number of ambulatory care providers treating individuals with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome who were Medicaid beneficiaries in New York State in 1988 and examined the distribution of this care across various practice settings. The study population was identified retrospectively in the New York State Medical HIV/AIDS Research Data Base and included a cohort of 5535 individuals with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome who were enrolled in Medicaid in 1988 for at least 6 months after being diagnosed as having the disease and who had at least one ambulatory care encounter during the year. Ambulatory care for the study group was provided by more than 700 hospital or freestanding clinics and more than 3000 private physicians in 1988. Many sites had low caseloads; 47% of the clinics and 68% of the physicians treating this population saw only one or two patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome who were enrolled in Medicaid. More than half the patients in the study group were seen most frequently in clinics for their ambulatory care during 1988. These data provide reassurance that a wide network of providers is involved in the care of patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome who are Medicaid beneficiaries in New York.